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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. Claims 1, 5 and 15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the 
relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the 
claimed invention. 

Referring to claims 1, 5 and 1 5, the limitation ". . . the image data is compressed in a 
lossless manner ..." is not described in the specification. The applicant's specification only 
discloses "the focus control unit (80) compresses the image data stored in the frame memory 
unit 50. Next, the image signal processing unit 70 stores the compressed data in the flash 
memory card unit 60" (See page 7, lines 17-20). It does not specify whether the compression 
method is in a lossless manner or lossy manner. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

For examination purpose, these claims will be interpreted, as they are best understood. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1, 4-5, 7-8, 1 1, 15, 17 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ueno et al. U.S. Patent 5,625,415 in view Mrejen, Jean-Jacques FR 
Published Application 2674036 (Hereinafter referred to as Mrejen) and Novik U.S. Patent 
5,432,871. 

Referring to claim 1, The Ueno reference discloses in Figures 14-15 and 18, a digital still 
camera comprises a display screen (1302) for displaying an image corresponding to a subject 
and a mark (1500) representing the focus position; the mark (1500) displayed in the preview 
picture area (1302) is moved to a target position by a focal point select apparatus (input 
apparatus 1 18 in Figure 10); focus control means (control circuit 138) for controlling to focus 
on a position of the subject corresponding to said mark (See Col. 27, lines 5-15); the control 
circuit (138) for performing compression (reduction) processing in which a size of an image 
represented by the image data stored in the frame memory (136 as the first memory unit) is 
compressed to one-eighth, and the compressed imaged data (pre-shot image data) is output to 
the SCSI bus (154) (See Col. 17, lines 51-60). As shown in Figure 10, it clears show the 
compressed image data can be directly stored in image recording apparatus (120 as the 
secondary memory unit) from control circuit (138) via SCSI bus (154) or transferred to 
processing apparatus (1 14) for additional signal processing before recording the compressed 
image data to the recording apparatus (120) (See Col. 19, lines 1-20). However, Ueno does 
not explicitly state the focal point select apparatus includes a touch screen for moving the 
mark. 
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The Mrejen reference discloses in Figures 1-4, a process to control the focusing of a 
photography device, such as a camera, a movie camera (See Page 2, lines 1-6); the image 
received and analyzed by CCD sensors (See page 3, lines 5-7 and page 23, lines 13-17); the 
signals thus received are amplified, the image received is displayed on a flat LCD touch 
screen (2) (See page 12, lines 10-15); the touch screen for moving the mark (the sharpness 
zone including test chart 1 1, frame 12, or a combination of both as shown in Figure 3 a); the 
mark is thus chosen is taken into account for the automatic control of the focusing (See Page 
14, lines 4-7). The Mrejen reference also states the touch screen could also be replaced, for 
example by a control handle, of joystick, which enables moving the mark (sharpness zone) 
on the surface of the image displayed on screen (See Page 14, lines 21-24). The Mrejen 
reference is an evidence that one of ordinary skill in the art at the time to see more 
advantages for using touch screen to move the mark which corresponding the focus on a 
position of the subject, because the operation can be performed easily and the cost can be 
reduced (See page 25, and lines 15-16 sets forth the motivation to provides a very accurate 
system, which can be used with many focal distances, and with high sensitivity). For that 
reason, it would have been obvious to include touch screen function for moving the mark 
representing the focus position in the input apparatus 118 disclosed by Ueno. 

The Ueno does not explicitly state wherein the image data can also be compressed in a 
lossless manner instead of only compressed in a lossy manner (reduction). 

The Novik reference discloses in Figure 2, a digital image processing system comprises a 
compression processor (1 16) be able to use both the lossy data compression method for a 
wide image (See Col. 9, lines 45-50) and the lossless data compression method for the image 
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data interest selected by the user (See Col. 10, lines 53-57). The Novik reference is an 
evidence that one of ordinary skill in the. art at the time to see more advantages for a digital 
image processing system having more flexible options to compress image data base on the 
user needed, so that when user tries to keep image quality, the system will be able select the 
lossless compression method; and when user tries to save more storage space, the system will 
be able select the lossy compression methods. For that reason, it would have been-obvious to 
see the image data that can also be compressed in a lossless manner and stored in the second 
memory unit when user want to keep the quality of image data disclosed by Ueno. 

Referring to claim 4, the Ueno reference discloses wherein said focus control means 
further calculates the focus position by processing image data corresponding to the mark 
moved in order to focus the position of subject corresponding to the mark (See Figure 1 8, 
steps 1904-1906, Col. 27, lines 1-15). 

Referring to claim 5, the Ueno Mrejen and Novik references disclose all subject matter as 
discussed with respect to same comments as with claim 1. 

Referring to claim 7, the Ueno reference discloses wherein said display means comprises 
a display screen that shows the image and the mark (See Figures 14-15). 

Referring to claim 8, the Mrejen reference discloses wherein touch screen (2) is 
established on a camera body as shown in Figure 1 

Referring to claim 1 1, the Ueno Mrejen and Novik references disclose all subject matter 
as discussed with respect to same comments as with 4. 

Referring to claim 14, the Ueno Mrejen and Novik references disclose all subject matter 
as discussed with respect to same comments as with 1 1, and the Novik reference discloses 
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the compression processor 1 16 restores (decompresses) the compressed image data for 
producing a lossless, accurate reproduction of the original image (See Col. 10, lines 58-68). 

Referring to claim 1 5, the Ueno Mrejen and Novik references disclose all subject matter 
as discussed with respect to same comments as with claim 1 . 

Referring to claim 17, the Ueno reference discloses calculating said focus position by 
processing image data corresponding to said relocated focus position as shown in Figure 15. 

Referring to claim 19, the Ueno reference discloses generating an address of a memory 
(120) storing image data (pre-shooting image data) corresponding to a coordinates of focus 
position (1500); reading image data stored in said address, and calculating the focus position 
by processing said read image data as shown in Figure 18, steps 1906-1910 (See Col. 27, 
lines 1-15). 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Lin Ye whose telephone number is (703) 305-3250. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Wendy R 
Garber can be reached on (703) 305-4929. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC. 20231 
Or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 
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Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal drive, 
Arlington, VA., Sixth Floor (Receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office whose telephone 
number is (703) 306-0377. 




Lin Ye 
June 3, 2004 



